
Terrorism is usually understood as the use or threat of 
violence to further a political cause. Terrorism is not a 21st 
century phenomenon and has its roots in early resistance 
and political movements and there are many key examples 
of terrorism throughout history before the modern terrorism 
of the 20th and 21st centuries. But there is no doubt that the 
use of terrorism to further a political cause has accelerated 
in recent years. 
In the decade since 9/11, the United States has conquered 
and occupied two large Muslim countries (Afghanistan and 
Iraq), compelled a huge Muslim army to root out a terrorist 
sanctuary (Pakistan), deployed thousands of Special Forces 
troops to numerous Muslim countries (Yemen, Somalia, 
Sudan, etc.), imprisoned hundreds of Muslims without 
recourse, and waged a massive war of ideas involving 
Muslim clerics to denounce violence and new institutions 
to bring Western norms to Muslim countries. 
But the negative consequences of this approach are yet to 
be unfolded. Today, terrorism is the most important security 
challenge in the region and the world, which has targeted 
peace and security of countries and nations without any 
exceptions.
Historically and currently, acts of terrorism are concentrated 
geographically in areas of conflict and instability. Available 
statistics shows how deaths from terrorism has declined in 
recent years if we exclude deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
And while the global count of terrorist acts spiked in 2006, 
this was primarily driven by the terrorist incidents in Iraq. 
According to Global Terrorism Index 2016, the five 
countries with the highest impact from terrorism as 
measured by the GTI are Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, 
Pakistan and Syria. These five countries accounted for 72 
per cent of all deaths from terrorism in 2015. 
Afghanistan, the other Iran neighbor which has been a 
battlefield for “global war on terror” has lived with, and 
suffered from terrorism for more than two-decades. It 
wasn’t too long ago, when the Afghanistan’s territory 
was used by Al-Qaeda and affiliate groups not only as a 
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site for brutal attacks against the Afghan people, but as a 
staging ground for terrorist attacks around the world. Over 
the recent years, since the fall of the Taliban, Afghanistan 
has made important headway in its fight against terrorism, 
and in transforming into a more peaceful, stable, and 
democratic society.
But, despite progress made thus far, terrorism and insecurity 
remain serious challenges facing the Afghan people. The 
effects of terrorism are felt in the entirety of Afghan society, 
resulting from attacks on innocent civilians, including 
women and men, tribal and religious elders, members of 
civil society, and even young school children. 
Insecurity and terrorism are not only a threat for Afghanistan 
and Iraq, but for our wider region. So, we cannot overstate 
the importance of regional cooperation. Unfortunately, the 
global counter-terrorism strategy lacks a holistic approach 
in the fight against terrorism. Our success is dependent 
on the extent to which we are able to further progress in 
a number of areas. The dangerous link between terrorism 
and transnational organized crime must be broken. The 
problem of terrorist safe-havens, alongside the outstanding 
issue of financial and logistical resources made available to 
terrorists have yet to be resolved. These are real problems 
that require real solutions. Moreover, we believe that 
conflict prevention and resolution are essential facets of the 
counter-terrorism effort; and the UN’s role is of particular 
importance in this regard. Additionally, ensuring job 
opportunities for youth, and poverty eradication will help 
curtail recruitment of new individuals to terrorist networks. 
The Islamic Republic of Iran has, while giving advisory 
military assistance to the countries gripped by Daesh 
militancy, been urging the world to adopt a unified stance 
toward fighting the root causes of terrorism.
It goes without saying that terrorism is a common enemy, 
which doesn’t discriminate against any particular religion, 
nationality or culture. Everyone is a target. And we call 
for increased measures to strengthen inter-religious and 
cultural-dialogue and understanding. It is necessary 
that a broad and international move against terrorism, 
violence and extremism be launched and all peace-seeking 
governments and nations join it. 


