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  Yemen: Direct and Indirect Mass Killing of Civilians, Mostly 
Children 

Yemen is witnessing the largest humanitarian crisis in the world, and millions of people in 
Yemen are still living in a catastrophic and tragic situation, as they suffer from the double 
pressure of the war, on the one hand, with the coalition countries using various deadly and 
forbidden weapons on civilian's homes, and the siege, on the other hand, with arbitrary 
restrictions imposed on Yemeni people as collective punishment which turned food and 
medicine into a weapon to take lives. 

 
Preliminary statistics of the official authorities indicate that the number of Yemeni children 
who were subjected to direct military attacks is more than 8,732 dead and wounded, while 
the victims of the blockade and arbitrary restrictions, the number of deaths and maiming of 
children is more than 11,000 children, an average of four children per day, since the 
escalation of the war on Yemen in 2015, while the reality indicates that the casualty estimates 
are much higher. 

 
In Yemen, the situation of children who have not yet lost their lives remains alarming, as 
more than 12.9 million children suffer from food insecurity and are in urgent need of 
humanitarian assistance and protection. 

 
The horrific humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen led to an increase in cases of malnutrition 
among children, which led to the spread of famine among thousands of children claiming 
many lives. 

 
Yemen's vulnerable children urgently need humanitarian access to food and medicine before 
mass deaths of many more children occur. 

 
Therefore, we urge: The United Nations General Assembly to refer the case of Yemeni 
civilian victims, including children, to the International Criminal Court to investigate the war 
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Yemen, and to bring the perpetrators to 
justice; not allow them to escape from legal accountability and punishment, and provide 
redress for the victims. 

 
We also urge the United Nations to provide the necessary humanitarian assistance to Yemen, 
including food, medicine, clean water and fuel, to save the lives of millions of children who 
are victims of the blockade and arbitrary restrictions. 

 
We call on the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to submit periodic reports 
on the situation of human rights in Yemen to the Human Rights Council, especially following 
the termination of the mandate of the Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen, in the 2021. 

 
We remind all parties to the conflict of the need to strictly adhere to the principles of 
international humanitarian law in managing military operations and limiting the effects of 
military operations on civilians, and we warn the parties to the conflict that the deliberate 
targeting of civilians and civilian objects is prohibited under international law and constitutes 
a war crime. 

 
We stress that the coalition countries have legal and moral obligations to facilitate the 
delivery of humanitarian aid to the Yemeni population in need and to facilitate their access 
to various humanitarian services. 

 
We declare our support for the peace negotiations between the government of Sana'a and the 
coalition countries to end the war and military operations, open airports and ports, pay 
employees' salaries, and remove foreign forces from Yemen in a manner that preserves the 
safety, security, and stability of Yemen, maritime navigation, and the region. 
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We repeat the calls of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to all parties involved in 
the war on Yemen to "choose peace for good," because the suffering of the Yemeni people 
will continue unless the war ends.  
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